
 

 
 
 

DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 
Day 1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4, Day 5 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S QUOTES 
Friday was Step Up Day.  It is the most surreal experience at Day Middle School. At 
11:10 a.m., our 8th graders, who just the day before were replete with the confidence 
that comes from being top of the food chain, entered the cafeteria with a new nervous 
excitement. They each adorned name tags with their homeroom number for the next 
four years at NNHS.  Even the most self-assured seemed a bit unnerved by that walk 
down Walnut and Washington to the large neighboring high school that would soon be 
their new home.   
 
As they exited the school accompanied by their teachers, I located myself by the front 
door, sending words of reminders and encouragement their way about how wonderful 
they are, the importance of first impressions, and lastly reminding them to come back 
to Day, even though it was just for one more week. Although I have only known this 
class for two years, in that time they have each transformed not just in physical 

Quotes of the Week 
 

“Promise me that you will remember that you are braver than you believe, stronger than 
you seem and smarter than you think.” – Winnie-the-Pooh, A.A. Milne 

 
“Children are likely to live up to what you believe of them.” Lady Bird Johnson 

 
“The child is endowed with unknown powers, which can guide us to a radiant future. If 
what we really want is a new world, then education must take as its aim the development 
of these hidden possibilities.” – Marie Montessori 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



appearance, but in their strengths and challenges, their likes and dislikes, their 
opinions and passions.   
 
Before I could miss our graduating class, our incoming 5th graders marched through the 
same door the 8th graders had just exited, with the boundless enthusiasm of elementary 
school students, and yet mixed with the same nervous energy of the students who had 
left the school just moments before.   
 
At the 5th grade Parent Night I often comment that at middle school we transform 
elementary students to high school students. In a span five minutes this past Friday, I 
saw that cycle begin again.  My message to both those leaving and arriving at Day is 
quite similar and captured ironically by the hero of many of their preschool years, 
Winnie the Pooh, who reminds them to remember their courage, strength and intellect.  
Pooh’s message is aspirational but also reminds us of the magic we must conjure at 
middle school as we guide students to not only find their potential, but then believe in 
it.  Our 8th graders will leave us in a little over a week, hopefully internalizing the belief 
that our faculty have in them for all that they can become as the guardians of our 
future. 
 
 
NEW INFORMATION 
 
SUMMER HOURS AT DAY 
As we wind down the school year, I want to let everyone know that beginning on 
Wednesday, June 24, 2019, Day Middle School will transition to our summer hours. 
Our offices will be open every day from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  This allows for our 
administrative team to dedicate time to prepare the school for the next year.  If for 
some reason you need to access the school, but are not available during those hours, 
please do not hesitate to email me directly.  Also, all of Newton Public Schools will be 
closed on Thursday, July 4th and Friday, July 5th.   
 
 
CHANGES IN THE DAY FACULTY 
Saying Farewell:  This year we are saying farewell to several beloved Day Faculty. 
7th grade teacher, Sheila Dugan, will be retiring this year. She has meant a great deal to 
our students and faculty over the years, and we wish her happiness in the next stage of 
her life.  Aaron Rivkin, our music and instrumental teacher, will be leaving us to pursue 
his doctorate at the University of Michigan. Ann Arbor is fortunate to have him join 
their community.   
 



Welcoming New Faculty: We will be welcoming Amanda Danes to the Day Faculty 
next year as an addition to our 8th grade ELA Department on the Evergreen Team. 
Amanda comes to us from Needham Public Schools.  We are also welcoming Shon 
Brown, as the music and instrumental teacher.  Shone joins us from TL Hanna High 
School and the Southwood Arts Academy in South Carolina.   
 
We are thrilled to welcome them both to the Day Family. Over the summer there may 
be a few more other transitions to announce.   
 
 
SUGGESTED SUPPLY LISTS 
The recommended supply list for the 2019-2020 school year have been updated. Please 
see the link below for more information: 
 
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA01907692/Centricity/Domain/26/F.A.%20Day%20

Supplies%202019-2020.pdf 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DAY CHORAL GROUPS AND ARTISTS 
I would like to congratulate Dr. Smith and our 6th – 8th choral groups for an amazing 
spring concert on Friday. A special thanks goes out to Ms. McGettrick as well for 
coordination of the student video that was presented.   
 
I would also like to congratulate Ms. Edwards and Ms. Horner on putting together a 
powerful display of our student’s artwork for viewing this past Friday.   
 
Well done all! 
 
SPORTS EQUITY AT DAY 
As you know from my many previous newsletters, I am so very proud to lead a school 
that prioritizes student voice and agency.  In the last newsletter I highlighted the many 
curricular projects that support student leadership including Global Goals and 
Generation Citizen.   
 
The issue of sports equity, and particularly the equity of the boys’ and girls’ locker 
rooms has been raised by a Global Goals group in the past year and also in a recent 
student newspaper editorial.  Similarly, as you have learned, parents, in response to 
their children’s feedback, have raised concern with our PTO.  In addition to the 
information that our Day PTO has already shared with you about efforts to address 
equity issues at Day, I would like to add some missing pieces. 
 



First, about two months ago, in response to our group of students, I asked our Principal 
Advisory Council to accompany me on a tour of both locker rooms.  I led a similar tour 
with the student Global Goals group.  We agreed that while there is no difference in 
space, the girls’ locker room needed some cosmetic attention that the PTO has kindly 
agreed to support. The boy’s locker room did in fact receive new lockers about 8 years 
ago after vandalism over time led to their lack of functionality.  I am looking forward to 
partnering with the PTO and our wonderful group of students on this cosmetic 
renovation project. 
 
The other issue raised about sports equity connects to the challenges at Day due to its 
size relative to the other middle schools. The district has consistently committed to 
funding for our programming in proportion to our size, however, other restrictions 
have impeded an increase in the numbers of our interscholastic teams such as 
availability of buses, field space, available teams to play and coaching.  In an effort to 
address some of these concerns, the district has convened a middle school committee 
that is looking at our vision for middle school sports , seeking to align it with the 
district’s vision and philosophy of equity and growth mindset. Toward that end, we are 
exploring some programming that is more accessible to all students such as mixed-
gender flag football and volleyball in addition to other intramural as well as 
interscholastic supports.  
 
I know the equity issue has been a long-standing one for Day, and we are pleased at our 
progress thanks to the advocacy and partnership of our Day PTO.   
 
Because this has been a reoccurring concern for our community, we will be looking to 
again sponsor an information session for middle school sports as well as a forum on 
sports equity in the fall.  In the interim, please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
directly with any questions or concerns. I am at Day most of the summer and can be 
reached by email. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL PARENT FORUM 
My apologies. I was informed that our Parent Forum Feedback link did not allow access 
to the document. I have updated the settings, so I would greatly appreciate your taking 
a moment to take the feedback survey.   
 
https://forms.gle/fHfqah5XvSyhD8nM6 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/fHfqah5XvSyhD8nM6


INFORMATION PUBLISHED PREVIOUSLY 
 
SUGGESTED SUMMER READING LIST  
Attached is a list of books for summer reading created by the Newton Public Schools 
Middle School Library Department with input from the Newton Free Library. Titles 
appeal to a wide range of readers, in terms of both text readability and content. Young 
adult titles are noted with an asterisk, and they may contain more mature language and 
themes.  You can find the list by following the link below as well. This list is to support 
the independent reading of our middle school students, which is a part of the summer 
reading requirements for all three grades.   
 
http://mslibraries.newton.k12.ma.us/c.php?g=589171&p=6766374 
 
 
END OF THE YEAR FIELD TRIPS FOR 6th and 7th GRADE 
This year the 6th grade will again participate in an all-grade field trip to Kimball Farms. 
The 7th grade will be shifting venues to Lake Pearl in Wrentham. The 7th grade team 
chose this shift to allow for more time for students and staff to enjoy the outdoors and 
interact with each other in a fun setting. This year the 7th grade team of teachers is 
excited to announce that the end of year trip for 7th graders on Monday, June 17th will 
be an all day excursion to Lake Pearl in Wrentham. There will be a BBQ lunch provided 
as part of the cost. Students will be able to engage in activities such as: swimming, can 
jam, giant jenga, giant checkers, corn hole, volleyball, badminton, horse shoes, soccer, 
football, Relax! Play! Have FUN!  Information and permission slips will go home with 
students this week. 
 
Both trips will take place on Monday, June 17th.  They are funded through student fees.  
Scholarships are available to any student requiring assistance. Please notify your child’s 
guidance counselor if you are in need of support.   
These trips are meant to be for ALL 6th and 7th grade students as a 
culminating community-building event for the year. If your child chooses 
not to attend, please do not send them to school on June 17th as all of our 
faculty will be involved in supervising one of these trips. 
 
SERVICE STARS 
Service Stars is looking for several high school/college aged kids to work with us this 
summer as interns. Interns would need to be available from 8:30-3pm every day and 
the camp will be run the weeks of 8/12 and 8/19. Interns can join us for all or part of 
the camp weeks. 
 

http://mslibraries.newton.k12.ma.us/c.php?g=589171&p=6766374


Responsibilities will include helping set up and clean up from different service projects, 
supervising groups on the playground (with adult help), engaging in group games, 
facilitating group discussions on service topics, assisting children to complete service 
projects and generally helping the program to run smoothly. We are looking for interns 
with an interest in community service who are independent, self starters with positive 
attitudes. Interns should be prepared to work hard, gain great experience with kids and 
service and have fun!! 

 

Our application for summer internships is now open and we encourage anyone with 
interest to check out our website https://sites.google.com/view/service-stars/home 
and apply by filling out our application form. 

 
https://goo.gl/forms/PfeKXx5mHh7dMbO33 
 
 
8th GRADE MOVING UP CEREMONY 
This year’s 8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony is on Tuesday, June 18th, the last day of 
school.  The ceremony will take place from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in our gymnasium.  
Doors will open at 8:45 a.m.   
 
Seating this year in the gym is very limited due to the installation of new bleachers that 
has almost cut in half our capacity for seating.  As a result, we will also be live 
streaming the ceremony in our air-conditioned auditorium, which has seating capacity 
of 340 people.  Although we will not be issuing tickets to the ceremony, we will be 
asking families to limit the number of attendees to only 2 (or 3 in extreme 
circumstances) in the gym.  The auditorium is a nice alternative for attendees who may 
have difficulties in the gym given the likely warm temperatures. The ceremony will be 
live-streamed through the Day Middle School web site, and as a result, will also be able 
to be viewed from home. 
 
Light refreshments will be served following the ceremony for 8th graders and their 
families in the Day cafeteria.  
 
We thank you for your support and flexibility as we navigate our new limitations in 
space. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
directly. 
 
TWITTER 
For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily events at Day, 
follow me on Twitter: @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 

https://sites.google.com/view/service-stars/home


 
SAVE THE DATE:  
 
You can also access the school calendar on our web site by following the 
link below: 
 
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/2580 
 
June 11-14, 2019:  8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C. and 8th grade “Staycation Trips” 
 
June 17, 2019:  6th and 7th grade End of Year Trips 
 
June 18, 2019: Last Day of School – Early Release at 11:30 a.m.  No Lunch Served 
 
June 18, 2019:  8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
Looking Ahead! 
 
Tuesday, August 27, 2019:  Incoming 6th Grade and New Student Ice Cream Social 
 
Tuesday, September 3, 2019:  First Day of School  
 
Thursday, September 19, 2019: Back to School Night at Day 
 
All the best, 
 
Jackie Mann 
F. A. Day Principal 
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 
(617) 559-9100 
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